THE   CITY   GOVERNMENT   OF   MOSCOW
the manner in which the Electors5 Instructions have been
dealt with.1
Every representative is expected to meet his electors for the
purpose just mentioned at least once a year; in some cases
meetings are held as often as once a quarter, but there is no
fixed interval. If the electors are dissatisfied with their re-
presentative they can recall him at any time; and in Moscow
some fifteen delegates were recalled during the four years
prior to 1936. The grounds of complaint on which the recall
is based are not necessarily confined to shortcomings in the
performance of official duties. Occasionally a member of
Mossoviet has lost his seat as a result of slackness in his
ordinary work.
Another matter which may be noted in connection with
elections is the appointment of an Electoral Commission
which is set up on the occasion of each election and dissolved
thereafter. The Commission is organized by Mossoviet and
consists of about twenty-five members of the plenum* It
works under a similar body which is set up to supervise the
elections to R.S.F.S.R., and this latter body is in turn under
an ad hoc Electoral Commission for the whole Soviet Union.
The task of the Commission is to see that the election is
carried out properly in accordance with the constitutional
law and practice and in harmony with Soviet views concern-
ing democracy. The Commission has, in addition, certain
specific functions. Hitherto it has been required, for ex-
ample, to examine the lists of persons nominated for election
in order to see that they contain no members of the deprived
classes.2 It is responsible for seeing that election meetings
are held ixreach electoral unit, and a member of the Com-
mission is expected to be present at each meeting. It is
required to compile election statistics.
1 Additions to the Instruction of the Moscow Committee of the Communist Party, -which
were fulfilled by the departments, trusts, and other organizations of the Mossoviet on the
i^th April 1035.   Moscow, Mossoviet, 1935, p. 32.   This pamphlet contains a
detailed list of the "works done in accordance with some of the instructions of
representatives.
2 This feature of the Commission's work "will presumably be greatly reduced
now that the new constitution has come into operation, for the deprived classes
are therein admitted to full civic rights.   Article 136 of the constitution declares
that every citizen has a right to elect and be elected irrespective of race or
nationality, religion, standard of education, domicile, social origin, property
status or past activities.   There will still be certain persons deprived from
voting, such as those certified to be of unsound mind or those deprived as part
of a judicial sentence.